Meeting Minutes
Law and Justice Council
Wednesday, November 15th, 2023 – 12:00 p.m.
Benton County Justice Center
This Council meets about, and takes action on, issues pertaining to local criminal justice matters.
This includes but is not limited to: Issues regarding jail management and DOC coordination, local
crime trends and availability of criminal justice resources, sharing of information, personnel and
infrastructure to reduce duplication of efforts and facilitate policing and supervision efforts to reduce
recidivism and enhance responses to offender violations.
Josie Delvin – Benton County Clerk
Rob Guerrero – Benton County Corrections Chief
Chris Guerrero – City of Kennewick Police Chief 
Tom Croskrey – Benton County Sheriff
Charlie Dow – Office of Public Defense Manager
John Trumbo – City of Kennewick Council Member
Chuck Torelli – City of Kennewick Council Member
Cameron Fordmeir – Citizen Member
Jay King – City of Prosser Police Chief
Dave Wheeler – Benton County Probation Manager
Tom Glover – City of Prosser Administrator
Joe Burrowes – Superior Court Judge
Tiffany Runge – Superior Court Administrator
Kevin Kennedy – Citizen Member
Diana Ruff – Superior Court Judge
Brian Ace – Citizen Member

Chief Guerrero called to order at 12:00

Introductions 
Around the Room Introductions 

Approval of Minutes (Action) 
Chief Guerrero asked for a motion to approve minutes from October 4, 2023 

Kevin Kennedy made a motion to approve the minutes, Judge Burrowes seconded, motion carries unanimously

New Business
Commissioner Alvarez spoke to Chief Chris Guerrero and passed on his thanks for the PSST efforts and will be coming to future meetings for requests
New Business
· Regional updates
Chief Chris Guerrero asked for regional updates and stated he is starting discussions within their city for plans since PSST passed
Sheriff Croskrey stated he has been working with Superior court and the bailiff program, in December he will be revoking commission cards, and this will impact the courts and may have an impact on public safety
Judge Burrowes thanked the Sheriff, and confirmed that yes that is happening, there will be no armed security people in the courts any longer. Juvenile will have Tri City Monitoring contracted officials in the courts. It will become the Sheriff’s role to provide this security in the courtrooms. Thankful that both county admins and Sheriff and will be updating Franklin County board to update them. Benton Sheriff will be adding deputies to this effort. For the bailiff positions, looking to reclass them to judicial assistants. The Sheriff has decided this because of the legislative changes, bailiffs must be qualified thru the academy and be certified law enforcement. They would need to know all the tactics. This is a new requirement and only required to qualify with a firearm. Sheriff collaborated with Judges to identify a go forward plan. This is a risk management issue. Bailiffs do have other duties besides being armed and will be continuing with those.
Sheriff Croskrey did want to identify that this was not a rash decision, they are working within the laws and the way they are written, can no longer give out commission cards. May cost more, but it is a must.
Brian Ace asked if this will this increase or decrease safety
Sheriff Croskrey stated that this depends on the path we take, we don’t have a bucket of money, we will never just abandon the courts, we will have people there, just unsure what it will look like. Most counties go thru a marshal’s position. Largest issue with the bailiffs is they are not the Sheriff’s employees, and we did not do their background
Council member John Trumbo asked what date this will occur
Sheriff Croskrey stated a tentative date of 12/1
Council member John Trumbo confirmed that the effective date is 12/1
Charlie Dow asked what the working thought on large jury days 
Judge Burrowes stated they will be going thru security, there is a metal detector, first line of defense, some jurisdictions do not have that. Second is the court room security has security cameras and always running, all rooms have a panic button tied to master control, Sheriff says they will have someone monitoring that. Bailiffs are a deterrent and that many individuals are disgruntled. Going to try to have a graded approach. Bailiffs have historically carried firearms; all other Sheriffs have brought it up to the extent that they are qualified. Many more issues, such as training, taser, pepper spray. Risk Management issues related to the liability of the commission card. In the meantime, from 12/1 – 3/1, we will be influx. We are hopeful both Sheriff’s will step up and help us. Hopeful we have a plan.
Sheriff Croskrey stated currently we have two assigned to the courts, they already monitor courts, but may need 3-4 more people to be able to staff this
Council member Chuck Torelli stated for District Court, we are getting 3 bailiffs in PSST on county website, can we just move the people? Can they go through the academy?
Sheriff Croskrey stated no because he would have to do the background
Judge Burrowes stated District Court does not have bailiffs, relies on Sheriff
Sheriff Croskrey stated they are also working on how to deal with Security in both District Court and Superior Court. The easy answer is to give funding, but not sure we have the money right now, we can look at Marshals, may not find people who want to do that
Judge Burrowes added that the other thing about Marshals is they are already still certified and been thru the academy
Clerk Josie Delvin stated that when Judge Burrowes brought it to her, she reached out to Clark County and they are without armed bailiffs, we still have more than them. Spokane county also does not have this either. One deputy that roves three floors. What we currently have is better than most
Sheriff Croskrey stated we already have two deputies assigned. They deputies have to attend court sessions per RCW, doesn’t define what that means, no guidelines on what that constitutes. 
Clerk Josie Delvin stated that Charlie Dow had great question about juries. Clerk’s office cannot manage 180 people, bailiffs have always assisted.
Judge Burrowes stated that duties for the bailiffs are still there and to manage jury’s, can still do those duties. In the meantime, if we still have 8 bailiffs come 12/1, we may lose a few, yes, we will still be there to help with that, with respect to security, that is up to the Sheriff. No reduction in court operations.
Chief Chris Guerrero asked what Juvenile has for security
Judge Burrowes stated they have private security
Probation Manager Dave Wheeler stated that they hope to keep that
Sheriff Croskrey stated they are working on options thru Risk Management, but it may come down to that we need deputies
Charlie Dow stated that not every client I have enjoys my company, bailiffs have clued in when I am uncomfortable next to somebody, can I speak later to you about safety concerns
Sheriff Croskrey replied and state to come down and he would explain the process
Judge Burrowes stated that it’s the expectation of the bench and they would like to have an armed person, but reality is not sure the county can support that financially
Citizen member Cameron Fordmeir brought up the topic of the recovery program. As of October 1, 2023, Greater Columbia Behavioral Health (GCBH) is no longer contracting with 3 Rivers Therapy to provide the Recovery Navigator Program (RNP).  Merit is now the RNP contracted provider for Benton and Franklin Counties.  RNP has traditionally been established as a harm reduction model that has peers providing case management and outreach to individuals with a substance use or co-occurring disorder.  These services are provided regardless of abstinence, sobriety, or continued involvement in the criminal justice system.  A part of the RNP program was to divert drug related criminal charges, but at the time of implementation possession was not a criminal offense.  Now that drug related charges are a gross misdemeanor RNP has been tasked with implementing pre-trial diversion where individuals will be required to complete treatment guidelines established by the court or face jail time and criminal charges.  This current model is contradictory to the harm reduction model of unconditional treat that was established during implementation.  GCBH was able to come up with at staffing and budget proposal that was accepted by the Health Care Authority (HCA) to add a full-time professional position (Diversion Coordinator) that will work directly with the courts Monday-Friday and assist with RNP without tasking the peers with monitoring and reporting the individual progress.  At the first court hearing the Diversion Coordinator will complete ROIs, Consent’s to Treatment, and waiver to a speedy trial form if the individual voluntary accepts pre-trial diversion.  The individual will then be released from jail and transported by the Diversion Coordinator to the requested treatment level and completing of the initial substance use disorder assessment.  The Diversion Coordinator will then work directly with the RNP team to coordinate treatment and provide monitoring reports to the defense attorney, prosecuting attorney, and courts for ongoing compliance.  This additional position will have funding to start as soon as January 1st, 2024.   
Citizen member Kevin Kennedy asked who this is through
Citizen member Cameron Fordmeir stated that it is with them and their contractor
Citizen member Brian Ace asked a question on regional update – any pieces this group would raise to legislative session
Chief Chris Guerrero mentioned that WASPC began discussing priorities and retention and recruitment are among the top, juvenile interviews, additions, and changes to pursuit law
Sheriff Croskrey stated that the democrat party is looking to change the way we interview children, they are starting to push that again
Charlie Dow mentioned that the state of OPD is unconstitutional, delvin asked about lawsuit about the funding and some stronger points of lawsuit, percentages are not similar, and metrics aren’t being applied equally
Judge Diana Ruff provided an update from the courts, previously judges have required a trap and trace done have to present in person, we no longer require them done in person, marshals bring us the most. Same email they can be sent to
Judge Burrowes provided the reminder when submitting 72-hour hold, pdf form, no attachments 
Charlie Dow stated that on a preliminary hearing, got a pdf statement, there was a text box they will fill out, what is printed is limited 
Clerk Josie Delvin provided a quick update, remodel is almost complete, schedule move in date in 12/5, closing for the morning. Start remodel to old office to jury assembly room.
· Future Meeting Schedule
Decided by all to skip December due to the holiday
Judge Burrowes suggested sticking with monthly meetings, and need an update from Commissioners office, should be collective about the ask
Chief Chris Guerrero completely agrees, and everyone put in a lot of effort on PSST and not all in this room, we must ensure it is done right on the back end. Citizen members here need to ensure we are doing it right by them. Here is how we said we would spend it and are we doing it
Council Member Chuck Torelli stated that was a great idea, identify the capital projects, what are the intents and what are we doing with it, he would like to see it listed out
Chief Chris Guerrero stated it could be a unified approach that affects everyone, LJC feels this way and presenting that to County, our council members are going back and have discussions
Judge Burrowes stated the thing he is concerned about, all the things we asked for, are we all getting them and is the funds being spent where we said. As far as capital, great idea to know.
Prosecuting Attorney Eric Eisinger stated that the way the ballot title was worded was it could be used for criminal justice needs
Sheriff Croskrey asked can the 6-month buffer go away, and if so, what are we going to do with it
Chief Chris Guerrero stated that Commissioner Alvarez is going to come with requests maybe that’s what he may ask
Prosecuting Attorney Eric Eisinger stated he would be happy to be a part of that, I want to do a better job to identify the needs from a holistic approach
Chief Chris Guerrero stated that’s what our mission is as the LJC meeting
Judge Burrowes stated his intent was to identify what the process was, we all need to be involved
Council member Chuck Torelli stated that we need to identify what we are going to do and what our mission statement is, Jan thru June we meet monthly, and begin asking for tracking sheets
Chief Chris Guerrero stated he completely agrees and plans for a January meeting.
Public Comment

There was no public comment section as we did not have anyone from the public in attendance

Meeting adjourned at approximately 12:54pm 




